We present the first measurements of the nuclear modification factor (R AA ) for flavor-separated b, c-quark electrons in Au+Au collisions at √ s NN = 200 GeV. The newly installed Silicon Vertex
The new VTX detector benefits three areas for PHENIX heavy flavor measurements. First,
19
by selecting electrons with a distance of closest approach (DCA) to the primary vertex larger 20 than ∼100 µm, the photonic electron background is suppressed by orders of magnitude. This calorimeter which is used for photon measurements and electron/hadron separation.
41
The VTX was commissioned in Run 2011 using p+p collision data at √ s = 500 GeV. Com- barrels consist of silicon strip detectors with stereoscopic strips of 80 µm × 3 cm, these devices 47 achieve an effective pixel size of 80 × 1000 µm. Details of the VTX can be found in Ref. [4] . has a resolution (σ x , σ y , σ z ) of (54±2, 37±2, 68±2) µm -is determined by stand-alone-tracking 56 using the VTX. These resolutions will be improved by future fine adjustments to the alignment 57 of the detector.
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Once candidate electrons are determined from the original PHENIX central arm components, the RICH swap method -a standard procedure of PHENIX electron analyses [5] . The DCA 
